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a barber named " Chapman/* whom he knew well and
whose customer he was. Chapman had been a clever barber,
an " exceptionally Intellectual" man to talk to, who ap-
peared to know a great deal about medicine. He had been
at that time living with a buxom little fair-haired lady, who
assisted him In his work. It was discovered that Chapman
had left Hastings soon afterwards, and purchased the lease
of a public house, the Prince of Wales tavern In Bartholemew
Square off the City Road. Thenceforward, Chapman earned
his living as a publican and practised no longer as a barber.
There, after an agonising illness, " Mrs. Chapman3> died,
her body almost wasted away. Her real name was Mrs.
Shadrach Spink, and, like Maud Marsh, she had merely
consented to Chapman's public statement that he had mar-
ried her. Just before she died, the poor creature held up her
emaciated arms towards him, and said, " Do kiss me.33 He
was not able to do so before she died. He then leant over her
and said, " Polly, Polly, speak/' Thereafter he broke down
and cried. Nevertheless, as I have said, he opened his house
to the public that day. Dr. Rogers, however, made no
trouble and granted a death certificate, ascribing the cause
of the woman's death to phthisis.
Moreover, the widower soon consoled himself; he ad-
vertised for a barmaid, and employed a healthy farmer's
daughter, Bessie Taylor, who was evidently very much to his
liking. For he soon cc married " her by merely announcing
the fact to his customers, and moved to licensed premises
at Bishop's Stortford. There the health of this strong country
girl began to fail, and on the isth February, 1901, she died,
after a prolonged agony. Four doctors were called in, all of
whom differed as to the cause of her illness ; nevertheless,
one of them, Dr. Stoker, the same as was later called in in
the case of Maud Marsh, gave a death certificate. Every-
body spoke of the kindness and affection which had existed
between Chapman and his " wife." He had been at her
bedside when she died, and cried pitifully when he realised
she was dead.
When these facts became known in the preliminary en-
quiries, the bodies of these two women were exhumed.